Q&A: Effectiveness of Your Horror Movie
Instructions: You do not have to answer all the questions, but the answers that come most easily to you will indicate your approach to writing the review and focus you on that topic. A horror movie is a complex group effort, so sometimes it isn’t completely clear which of the roles deserves the credit or the blame. Suggested roles are in parentheses.
Theme:

· How compelling is the theme of the movie?

· Is the premise realistic for a horror movie?



· Is the theme original or formulaic?



Story Line:

· How well does the story flow (Writing)?


· Does the story unfold through narration, dialogue, action or a combination (Writing)?


· Does the sequencing of the scenes support the story line or complicate it (Directing)?


· Do the scenes transition smoothly or seem arbitrary or abrupt (Editing)?


· Is the story original or formulaic (Writing)?


· Is the story believable within the context of the movie’s premise (Writing, Directing)?


· Is the story timeline sequential, non-sequential, or unclear (Directing)?


Character:
· Are the characters believable and realistic (Acting)?


· Are the characters’ actions and placement natural (Directing)?


· Does the performance of an actor stand out in a particular scene (Acting)?


Point of View:
· Is the point of view of the movie through the characters (Writing)?


· Is the point of view of the movie through the action (Cinematography, Directing)?


· Is the point of view of the movie through a narrator (Writing)?


Setting:

· Is the setting of the story typical for a horror movie (Directing, Production Design)?


· Does the setting set and sustain the appropriate mood for the movie (Directing, Production Design)?


· Does the music score support the setting and the story (Sound Direction)?


· Does the foley fit in seamlessly and not detract from the action (Sound Direction, Foley)?


· Is the sound level consistent or are there level changes that are appropriate for enhancing certain scenes (Sound Directing)?


· If special effects are used, are they well constructed and effective (Production Design)?


· Do the special effects placements add or detract from the story (Directing)?


Directing:
· Do all the elements of the horror movie work together in harmony to make the movie a perfect blend of technical and artistic qualities (Directing)?


· If all the elements do not blend, which ones stick out and why (Directing)?

· Does the movie as a whole elicit a response from you consistent with a natural response to witnessing something horrifying (Directing)?
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